EOQJlDSD^lHliX 


Number  4 


LAKE   BRUIN   CLOSED 
TO  ALL  FISHING 


Open  Season  on  Wild  Turkey  Gobblers,  the  first  in  Louisiana  in 
nearly  15  years,  will  be  in  effect  this  year,  from  April  1st  to  April  15, 
inclusive.    Bag   limit   is  one  gobb'er  per  season. 

PRO  OR  CON? 
Are  you  for  or  against  the  closed  season  on  three 
species  of  fresh  water  game  fish?    The  Conservationist 
invites  its  readers  to  send  in  their  views. 


Lake  Bruin  in  Tensas 
Parish  and  all  streams  and 
bayous  leading  into  or  out 
of  it  has  been  closed  to  all 
types  of  fishing,  commercial 
and  sport,  during  the 
months  of  March  and  April. 

This  action  was  requested 
by  the  Tensas  Parish  Police 
Jury  and  was  approved  by 
Commissioner  John  G.  Appel 
of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department. 

Streams  leading  into  or 
out  of  Lake  Bruin  affected 
by  the  ban  include  Bruin's 
Bayou,  Choctaw  Bayou, 
Ruth's  Ditch,  Cat  -  Fish 
Bayou,  Blue  Hole  or  Gil- 
lespie  Ditch. 

During  this  period  the 
taking  of  any  species  of 
fish,  whether  rough  or  com- 
mercial fish,  game  fish  or 
any  other  species,  in  Lake 
Bruin  and  the  streams  and 
bayous  leading  into  or  out 
of  said  lake,  is  prohibited. 


Shrimp  Season 
Now  Closed  in 
State  Until  May  16 

The  first  of  two  closed  seasons 

on  shrimp  in  inside  waters  of  the 
state  went  into  effect  on  March 
15th,  and  will  remain  in  effect 
until  May  16th.  The  next  closed 
season  will  be  between  June  26th 
and  August  15th. 

Inside  waters  are  defined  as 
those  waters  less  than  three 
fathoms  or  18  feet  in  depth.  Dur- 
ing this  closed  season  shrimping 
is  permitted  only  in  outside  waters, 
which  include  that  portion  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  state  and  all  outer 
passes  leading  into  the  Gulf  where 
the  water  is  more  than  18  feet  in 
depth. 

During  the  closed  season,  fisher- 
men are  permitted  to  take  a 
limited  amount  of  shrimp  for  bait 
only  in  closed  waters.  There  are 
specific  regulations,  however,  as  to 
the  size  of  the  seines  or  trawls  to 
be  used  for  such  purposes. 

These  closed  seasons  on  shrimp 
are  annual,  Commissioner  John  G. 
Appel  of  the  Department  has  an- 
nounced. 


Is  Whistling  Swan  Seeking  New  Winter  Ground  in  Louisiana? 


Possibility  that  the  majestic, 
magnificent  snow-white  Whistling 
Swan  may  be  surveying  Louisiana 
for  a  new  wintering  ground  is  seen 
in  reports  recently  received  by  the 
Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  that  numbers  of  these 
birds  have  been  seen  in  Louisiana 
during  the  winter. 


Edouard  Morgan,  curator  of  the 
Department's  Wildlife  museum,  re- 
ported that  he  sighted  six  swans 
at  Lake  Catherine  near  New  Or- 
leans early  in  January,  and  a  few 
days  earlier  other  swans  were  seen 
in  the  Gum  Cove  area  of  Cameron 
Parish.  This  is  the  first  time  in 
eleven  years  that  the  Whistling 
Swan  has  been  seen  in  Louisiana. 
Usual  wintering  grounds  of  the 
swan  population  is  in  the  Chesa- 
peake bay  area  in  Maryland,  and 
coastal  areas  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina. 

Long  protected  as  America's 
second  largest  game  bird,  the 
swan  as  early  as  1916  had  become 
sufficiently  abundant  to  constitute 
a    real    problem    in    a   few    areas 


where  wintering  populations  gath- 
ered. 

In  certain  sections  of  the  Chesa- 
peake in  Maryland,  in  Black  Bay, 
Virginia  and  in  Currituck  sound, 
North  Carolina,  swans  this  past 
winter  were  in  sufficient  number 
to  constitute  a  real  threat  to  the 
available  wildlife  food  supply. 
Principal  point  for  complaint  re- 
volves around  the  swans'  destruc- 
tive feeding  habits. 

Tipping  in  the  manner  of  pud- 
dle ducks,  swans  root  up  whole 
beds  of  valuable  duck  food  plants, 
treading  huge  depressions  into  the 
soft  bottoms.  Were  the  swan  eco- 
nomical in  its  feeding,  complaint 
would  not  be  so  vociferous.  The 
I  (Continued  to  Page  4,  Column  4) 
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Results  of  Ducks  Unlimited  Membership  Drive 


Results  of  the  membership  drive 
for  Ducks  Unlimited  conducted  by 
agents  of  the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  for  the  past 
several  months  was  announced  this 
week  by  A.  C.  "Pops"  Glassell, 
Shreveport,  President  of  the  na- 
tional organization.  Prizes  total- 
ing more  than  $1,000  have  been 
awarded  to  the  agents  participat- 
ing in  the  contest. 

President  Glassell  reported  that 
the  agents  obtained  a  total  of  2,- 
419  members  when  the  contest 
ended  January  31st,  and  the  total 
amount  of  these  memberships  were 
$4,968.00.  During  the  first  two 
weeks  in  February  an  additional 
114  members  were  enrolled  for  a 
total  of  $195.00,  making  a  grand 
total  of  2,533  members  and  $5,- 
163.00  in  funds  contributed  to 
Ducks  Unlimited. 

Largest   Number  Members 

First  prize  of  $250  for  securing 
the  largest  number  of  new  mem- 
bers for  Ducks  Unlimited  went  to 
John  P.  Walter,  agent  in  St.  Mary 
Parish.  He  obtained  325  members. 
Second  prize  of  $75,  for  obtain- 
ing the  most  memberships  went 
to  J.  R.  McFerrin,  agent  in  Red 
River  parish.  He  signed  up  220 
members.  Third  prize  of  $50  went 
to  James  L.  Carroll,  Allen  Parish, 
for  enrolling  173  members,  and 
fourth  prize  of  $25  for  obtaining 
160  members  went  to  A.  J.  Petit, 
agent  in  Lafourche  Parish.  Ten 
prizes  of  $10  each  went  to  each 
of  the  following  agents  for  en- 
rolling members: 

W.  J.  Plattsmier,  Acadia  Parish, 
133  members;  D.  L.  Farrar,  Caddo 
Parish,  120  members;  Cliff  Andrus, 
St.  Landry  Parish,  75  members; 
Lesma  Hebert,  Terrebonne  Parish, 
61  members;  Charles  J.  Boudreaux, 
Vermilion  Parish,  59  members;  T. 
H.  Forman,  Jr.,  Concordia  Parish, 
57  members;  Frank  Ragas,  Plaque- 
mines Parish,  57  members;  J.  L. 
Thackston,  Jefferson  Davis  Parish, 


55  members;  Harry  C.  Reno,  St. 
John  Parish,  53  members,  and 
Less  Davis,  Vernon  Parish,  50 
members. 

First  prize  of  $250  for  collect- 
ing the  largest  amount  of  money 
for  Ducks  Unlimited  also  went  to 
Agent  John  P.  Walter  of  St.  Mary 
Parish  for  turning  in  $849.  Second 
prize  of  $75  for  turning  in  $379 
went  to  Agent  W.  J.  Plattsmier  of 
Acadia  Parish.  Third  prize  of  $50 
for  collecting  $293.50  went  to 
James  L.  Carroll  of  Allen  Parish, 
and  fourth  prize  of  $25  went  to 
A.  J.  Petit  of  Lafourche  Parish 
for  turning  in   $270. 

Ten  other  prizes  of  $10  each 
went  to  the  following  ten  agents 
for  collecting  largest  amount  of 
money  for  Ducks  Unlimited: 

J.  R.  McFerrin,  Red  River 
Parish;  D.  L.  Farrar,  Caddo  Par- 
ish; Charles  J.  Boudreaux,  Ver- 
milion Parish;  T.  H.  Forman,  Jr., 
Concordia  Parish;  Lesma  Hebert, 
Terrebonne  Parish;  J.  L.  Thack- 
ston, Jefferson  Davis  Parish;  Frank 
Ragas,  Plaquemines  Parish ; 
Charles  V.  Ventrella,  P  o  i  n  t  e 
Coupee  Parish;  Less  Davis,  Ver- 
non Parish,  and  Cliff  Andrus,  St. 
Landry  Parish. 

Greatest    Percentage 

For  securing  the  greatest  per- 
centage of  hunters  in  his  respec- 
tive parish.  Agent  J.  R.  McFerrin 
of  Red  River,  won  first  prize  of 
$50.  He  obtained  220  member- 
ships out  of  423  hunters  in  his 
parish,  for  a  percentage  of  52  per 
cent.  Second  prize  of  $25  went  to 
Agent  John  P.  Walter  of  St.  Mary 
Parish  with  31.99  per  cent;  third 
prize  of  $15  went  to  James  L. 
Carroll,  Allen  Parish,  15.58  per 
cent,  and  fourth  prize  of  $10  went 
to  Agent  A.  J.  Petit  of  Lafourche 
Parish,   11.13   per  cent. 

For  securing  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  members  in  his  district. 
Agent  A.  J.  Petit  of  Lafourche 
Parish,     won     a     suit     of    clothes 


valued  at  $50.  Other  agents  who 
were  awarded  suits  of  clothes 
valued  at  $40  for  securing  the 
greatest  number  of  members  in 
their  respective  districts  were 
Charles  V.  Ventrella  of  Pointe 
Coupee  Parish,  John  P.  Walter  of 
St.  Mary  Parish,  T.  H.  Forman, 
Jr.,  of  Concordia  Parish,  Clarence 
Hood  of  Jackson  Parish  and  J.  R. 
McFerrin  of  Red  River  Parish. 

The  prize  money  was  contri- 
buted by  Mr.  Glassell  and  Mr. 
Hobson  N.  Wheless  of  Shreveport, 
and  the  six  suits  of  clothes  were 
contributed  by  chairmen  of  the 
six  districts  in  the  State.  These 
chairmen  named  by  President 
Glassell  to  lead  the  drive  were 
Ralph  Nicholson  of  New  Orleans; 
Herbert  Wimberly,  Baton  Rouge; 
Ed  Taussig,  Lake  Charles;  Albert 
Zimmerman,  Alexandria;  Ben  R. 
Downing,  Monroe,  and  Chas.  L. 
Home,  Jr.,  Shreveport. 

When  the  contest  was  first  an- 
nounced. President  Glassell  stated 
that  the  Louisiana  membership 
drive  with  agents  participating 
was  to  be  an  experiment  and  if 
proven  successful,  would  be  car- 
ried out  in  other  states  with  agents 
of  the  various  wild  life  and  con- 
servation departments  obtaining 
the  memberships. 

All  funds  obtained  from  mem- 
berships for  Ducks  Unlimited  is 
used  for  duck  breeding  grounds 
and  propagation  work  at  the  Ca- 
nadian duck  factory  of  Ducks  Un- 
limited. 


TAKE  IT  EASY 

War  nerves!  Nerves  on  edge 
from  long  hours  at  war  jobs; 
from  working  overtime  because 
of  lack  of  help;  or  from  worry- 
ing about  our  loved  ones  who  are 
serving    overseas. 

When  people  try  to  "get- 
away-from-it-all"  and  throw  off 
their  mental  and  physical  strains 
they    become    dangerous    individ- 
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uals.  They  try  to  crowd  too  much 
into  such  a  short  time.  They  drive 
fast  and  careless  to  get  to  their 
destinations.  Then  they  hurry, 
hurry,  hurry  trying  to  do  every- 
thing at  once.  Take  it  easy.  Do 
just  half  of  what  you  plan  to  do 
and  your  outing  or  vacation  will 
be  much  more  enjoyable.  It  is 
time  for  a  rest,  not  a  nervous 
breakdown. 

This  is  especially  true  when 
they  go  afield  for  a  few  days  of 
recreation.  They  try  to  crowd  as 
much  hunting  as  possible  into  as  i 
short  a  time  as  possible.  The  re- 
sult is  a  fatal  accident;  a  foolish 
and  costly  mistake;  a  lot  of  crip- 
pled game  left  to  die  a  miserable 
death;  a  blazing  forest  fire  from 
a  carelessly  tossed  cigarette  or  a 
camp  fire  left  burning  in  the 
anxiety  to  leave  camp  and  start 
the  day's  sport.  Think  and  look 
before  you  act. 

There  is  a  war  on.  It  is  a  big 
war  and  we  all  have  a  very  vital 
part  in  it.  You  are  not  much 
good  to  yourself  or  your  country 
lying  in  a  hospital.  Fires  destroy 
valuable  timber  and  important 
crops.  Ammunition  is  scarce, 
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Department  Maintains  "Open  Mind" 
Attitude  on  Closed  Fishing  Season 


There  has  been  considerable  dis- 
cussion, written  and  verbal,  on 
Louisiana's  closed  fishing  season 
on  three  species  of  game  fish. 
There  have  been  reports  in  some 
sections  of  the  State  that  the  De- 
partment favors  the  closed  season 
and  reports  in  other  sections  that 
the  Department  is  against  the 
closed   season. 

Officially,  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  is  main- 
taining an  "open  mind"  on  this 
issue,  while  it  is  still  in  its  ex- 
perimental stage.  The  official  at- 
titude of  the  Department  is  sum- 
med up  by  Commissioner  Appel 
who  has  publicly  stated:  ".  .  .  The 
legislature  has  enacted  this  law 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  enforce  it. 
If  the  experiment  does  not  prove 
successful  or  bring  the  results  de- 
sired, it  will  be  up  to  the  legis- 
lature at  its  next  session  to  do 
something  about  it." 

The  Department's  "open  mind- 
ed" policy  on  this  issue  is  reflected 
through  the  CONSERVATIONIST, 
its  official  publication.  We  have 
been  publishing  arguments  FOR 
and  AGAINST  the  closed  season, 
and  giving  each  side  equal  space. 
We  invite  sportsmen  clubs  and 
individual  sportsmen  to  write  in 
their  views  for  or  against  the 
closed  season,  because  we  believe 
a  thorough  open  discussion  of  this 
issue  will  be  helpful  in  bringing 
about  better  conservation  practices 
in  the  State. 

That  the  Department's  attitude 
and  action  in  this  matter  is  meet- 
ing with  approval  of  sportsmen 
and  conservationists  throughout 
the  State  is  evident  by  many  com- 
ments. Typical  approval  is  voiced 
by  Bob  Scearce  who  edits  a  sports 
column  for  the  Baton  Rouge 
Morning  Advocate.  The  following 
are  excerpts  from  his  column  of 
Sunday,  March  4th: 

"First  off,  today,  we'd  like 
to  give  a  lot  of  credit  to  the 
State  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries,  and  especi- 
ally its  Commissioner,  for 
keeping  a  wide  open  mind  on 
this  business  of  a  closed  sea- 
son. This  month's  edition  of 
the  Louisiana  Conservationist 
contains  excerpts  from  vari- 
ous publications  voicing  both 
scorn  and  indignation  at  the 
two  months'  closed  season. 
Instead  of  ignoring  these 
criticisms  and  taking  a  'holier 
than  thou'  attitude,  the  De- 
partment is  reprinting  them 
in  its  own  publication. 

"This  is  a  healthy  demo- 
cratic reaction  by  the  depart- 
ment   and    will    undoubtedly 


lead  to  either  abolishment  of 
the  present  closed  season  as  a 
yearly  practice,  or  dress  up 
the  law  to  the  place  where  it 
will  definitely  be  all-inclusive 
and  of  much  greater  benefit 
to  our  fish  population  than 
the  present  law.  Only  through 
trial  and  error,  praise  and 
criticism,  can  a  sound  policy 
for  our  lakes  and  streams  be 
arrived  at,  and  we  appreciate 
the  Department's  open-minded 
attitude  towards  the  'experi- 
ment'." 

High  Court  Voids 
Concordia  Parish 
Closed  Season 

The  Louisiana  Supreme  Court, 
on  February  19th,  declared  invalid 
an  ordinance  by  the  Police  Jury 
of  Concordia  Parish,  setting  up  a 
three  year  closed  season  on  squir- 
rels, bear  and  deer  in  that  parish. 
The  decision  was  rendered  by 
Chief  Justice  Charles  A.  O'Niell 
and  reversed  a  decision  of  the 
district  court  in  Concordia  Parish 
which  sentenced  Bruce  Edwards  to 
pay  a  fine  of  $25  for  shooting 
squirrels  in  Concordia  Parish  last 
October. 

Edwards  appealed  the  case  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  its 
decision,  the  high  court,  declared 
that  the  ordinance  of  the  Police 
Jury  was  invalid,  because  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  ordinance 
was  drawn  up. 

The  ordinance,  according  to  the 
opinion,  purports  to  curtail  for 
three  years  the  open  season  as 
fixed  by  state  law,  but  does  not 
give  the  extent  of  the  curtailment 
or  indicate  whether  it  shall  be  cut 
off  from  the  beginning  or  from 
the  end  of  the  open  season. 

The  Supreme  Court  decision 
does  not  affect  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  state  law,  which  gives 
police  juries  the  right,  with  ap- 
proval of  the  Commissioner  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  to  declare 
closed  seasons  on  any  species  of 
wild  life  in  their  respective  par- 
ishes, when  conditions  warrant 
such  action.  This  law  was  not 
passed  on  in  the  present  case,  and 
the  decision  rendered  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  was  only  on  the  Con- 
cordia Parish  Police  Jury  ordi- 
nance, and  the  adverse  opinion  of 
the  court  was  based  on  the  manner 
in  which  this  ordinance  was 
worded. 

Locks  at  Ostrica  and  Empire 
have  been  closed  to  navigation 
due   to   high  water. 


Wildlife  Areas 
Being  Set  Up  in 
All  State  Parks 

Under  a  cooperative  program 
worked  out  by  Herman  Guillory, 
cha'irman  of  the  State  Parks  Com- 
mission, and  Commissioner  John 
G.  Appel  of  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  with  E. 
A.  Mcllhenny,  all  state  parks  in 
Louisiana  will  be  stocked  with 
deer,   turkey   and   other  wild   life. 

The  deer  and  other  wild  game 
will  be  donated  for  the  purpose  by 
E.  A.  Mcllhenny,  who  owns  Avery 
Island.  Trapping  has  started  at 
Avery  Island  to  obtain  stock  for 
the  propagation  of  deer  in  the 
larger  state  parks  in  the  state. 
The  trapping  is  being  done  under 
the  supervision  of  a  representative 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  the 
Interior. 

A  12-foot  wire  fence  surround- 
ing 1,000  acres  in  Chicot  State 
Park  in  Evangeline  Parish  is  now 
under  construction,  and  75  to  100 
deer  will  be  placed  there.  Similar 
fenced  in  preserves  are  being  pre- 
pared at  Fontainebleau  Park  near 
Mandeville  and  the  Sam  Houston 
Park  near  Lake  Charles,  where 
additional  deer  will  be  placed. 

Other  smaller  parks  will  be 
stocked  with  a  few  head  of  deer, 
in  addition  to  wild  geese,  turkey 
and  other  game,  which  will  be 
obtained  from  Avery  Island.  The 
plan  envisaged  for  the  smaller 
parks  is  to  set  up  relatively  small- 
er pens  for  the  animals  and  game, 
whereas  the  larger  parks  will  be 
used  for  propagation  sites. 

In  addition  to  the  stocks  of 
deer  in  the  larger  parks,  wild 
turkeys  are  going  to  be  released 
in  the  penned  areas  in  an  effort  to 
increase  this  type  of  game  which 
in  the  past  decade  has  almost  dis- 
appeared from  many  sections  of 
the  state. 

As  the  deer  and  turkey  increase, 
the  surplus  will  be  released  in 
adjacent  lands,  where  they  may  be 
hunted.  However,  there  will  be  no 
hunting  permitted  in  the  parks 
themselves.  The  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  is  as- 
sisting the  Parks  Commission  in 
preparing  the  fenced-in  areas  now 
under  construction,  and  will  assist 
in  the  upkeep  of  the  game  after 
it  is  released. 

In  addition  to  Chicot  State 
Park,  Fontainebleau  Park  and  Sam 
Houston  Park,  other  parks  which 
will  be  stocked  with  deer  and  game 
include  Chemin  au  Haut  State 
Park  near  Bastrop  and  the  Long- 
fellow-Evangeline  State  Park  near 
St.  Martinville. 

Both  Commissioner  Appel  and 
State  Parks  Chairman  Guillory 
commended  Mr.  Mcllhenny  for  his 
cooperation. 


WHISTLING  SWAN 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
habit,  however,  of  rooting  up 
many  times  the  amount  of  food 
consumed  is  widely  recognized  as 
wasteful  and  destructive  to  food- 
plant  beds. 

According  to  Dr.  Ira  N.  Gabifiel- 
son,  director  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  the  Maryland- 
Virginia-North  Carolina  population 
of  whistling  swans  this  winter 
amounts  to  between  75,000  and 
80,000  birds. 

The  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  is  watching  this  de- 
velopment very  carefully  and  will 
appreciate  any  information  about 
the  appearance  of  any  more 
Whistling  Swan  in  the  waters  of 
Louisiana. 


Louisiana's  1944 
Seafood  Output 
Shows  Decreases 

Louisiana's  1944  output  of  sea- 
food dropped  in  all  except  crab 
production,  but  the  State  was  less 
affected  than  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama, according  to  Mrs.  Lorraine 
Peterson,  Louisiana  representative 
of  the  federal  fishery  market  news 
service. 

Annual  production  figures  for 
1944  showed  Louisiana  had  de- 
clined 7  per  cent  in  shrimp  pro- 
duction, with  a  23  per  cent  drop 
in  shrimp  canning. 

Oystering  fell  15  per  cent  over- 
all in  the  state  with  the  fresh 
output  down  9  per  cent  and  the 
canned  output  down  23  per  cent. 

As  a  result  of  bad  weather  dur- 
ing the  spring  fishing  season,  fish- 
ermen kept  to  the  inshore  waters 
and  fished  for  crabs,  which  boost- 
ed the  crab  production  28  per 
cent.  Because  of  the  shortage  of 
canned  tuna  and  salmon  and  be- 
cause of  no  ceiling  prices  the 
volume  of  canned  crabmeat  rose 
410   per   cent   during  the  year. 

Alabama's  production  of  shrimp, 
the  main  seafood  crop  of  the  Gulf 
area,  fell  33  per  cent  and  Missis- 
sippi's dropped  15  per  cent. 

Production  of  shrimp  the  Gulf 
area  was  355,030  barrels  for  1944, 
in  comparison  with  390,268  bar- 
rels in  1943.  Oyster  production 
in  1944  totaled  575,402  barrels, 
as  compared  with  605,991  barrels 
in  1943.  Hard  crabs  rose  from 
8,876,943  pounds  in  1943  to  11,- 
368,787  pounds  in  1944. 


The  fact  that  Louisiana  has  a 
hunting  season  this  year  during 
April  on  wild  turkey  gobblers, 
will  delay  the  receipt  of  license 
returns  from  the  various  sheriff's 
offices  throughout  the  state. 
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DYNAMITE  STUDIES  SAFEGUARD  OYSTERS 


By 
JAMES    NELSON    GOWANLOCH 

Chief    Biologist,   Fish   and   Game 

Division, 

And 

JOHN     E.    McDOUGALL, 

Department     Geophysicist,     Division 

of   Oysters   and    Water    Bottoms, 

Louisiana  Department  of  Wild 
Life    and    Fisheries 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is 
to  set  down  in  outline  the  objec- 
tives, the  methods  and' the  prog- 
ress of  a  comprehensive  program 
of  research  which  the  writers  are 
conducting  to  provide  practical 
basic  information  concerning  the 
effects  of  dynamite  explosions  on 
aquatic  life,  both  marine  and  fresh 
water. 

Whenever  a  report  contains  in 
its  title  such  a  juxtaposition  of 
words  as  "dynamite  and  fish"  or 
"dynamite  and  oysters",  the  gen- 
eral public  may  often  fail  to  un- 
derstand why  State  officials  re- 
sponsible for  guarding  wildlife 
resources  deliberately  go  out  and 
proceed  to  attempt  to  blow  shrimp, 
fish  and  oysters  to  bits  with  dyna- 
mite.   Here  is  the  answer. 

Oil,  which  provides  the  life 
blood  of  the  machines  of  war, 
whether  they  be  planes,  tanks  or 
battleships,  must  be  produced  in 
increasing  quantities,  until,  and 
even  long  after,  final  victory. 

The  techniques  of  the  explora- 
tion for  oil  hidden  far  below  the 
surface  of  the  earth  afford  a  su- 
perb example  of  the  application  of 
precise  scientific  methods  in  the 
practical  and  essential  service  of 
a  nation  at  war.  Chief  among 
these  techniques  is  the  exploration 
for  oil  deposits  by  seismographic 
methods.  Two  types  of  seismo- 
graphic procedures  are  employed, 
termed  respectively,  reflection 
shooting   and   refraction   shooting. 

Reflection  shooting  makes  use 
of  relatively  small  charges  of  dy- 
namite (up  to  50  pounds)  and, 
correspondingly,  covers  smaller 
areas;  while  refraction  shooting, 
depending  as  it  does  upon  the  im- 
pulses provided  by  greatly  heavier 
charges  (up  to  even  over  800 
pounds) ,  covers  up  to  five  times 
as  much  area  for  each  shot  and 
thus  not  only  saves  much  of  the 
cost  of  the  operation  but  also, 
which  is  much  more  important, 
speeds  up  the  critical  work  five- 
fold. 

The  Department  of  Conserva- 
tion inaugurated  four  years  ago 
a  thoroughly  effective  program 
for  the  supervision  of  seismo- 
graphic operations  to  safeguard 
our  aquatic  resources,  such  as, 
commercial  and  game  fish  (both 
fresh  and  salt  water)    shrimp  and 


oysters.  Organized  by  James  N. 
McConnell,  director  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Oysters  and  Water  Bot- 
toms, this  strict  regulation  of  the 
use  of  explosive  charges  was  ex- 
tended to  cover,  whenever  neces- 
sary, any  seismographic  opera- 
tions, anywhere  on  land  or  water 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  This 
program,  still  under  the  direction 
of  the  Division  of  Oysters  and 
Water  Bottoms,  has  continued 
without  interruption  during  the 
transformation  and  division  of  the 
Department  of  Conservation  into 
three  State  depai'tments — the  De- 
partment of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries, the  Department  of  Conser- 
vation, and  the  Department  of 
Forestry.  Quite  properly,  the  Di- 
vision of  Oysters  and  Water  Bot- 
toms forms  part  of  the  Depart- 
ment of   Wild   Life   and   Fisheries 


Editor's  Note:  During  the 
latter  part  of  last  year  the 
authors  of  this  article  con- 
ducted experiments  which 
proved  that  dynamite  charges 
up  to  800  pounds  could  be 
used  in  open  waters  without 
damaging   shrimp   or   fish. 

The  results  of  these  experi- 
ments, which  were  published 
in  the  December  issue  of  the 
CONSERVATIONIST  at- 
tracted nation-wide  atten- 
tion, and  permission  was 
granted  for  re-publication  of 
the  article  in  many  national 
magazines. 

This  article  deals  with  the 
follow-up  to  the  original  ex- 
periments which  are  to  be 
made  this  month  to  deter- 
mine the  effect  of  heavier 
explosives  on  oysters.  The 
results  of  these  new  experi- 
ments will  appear  in  an  early 
issue    of    this   publication. 


which  thus  maintains  jurisdiction 
in  the  control  of  seismographic 
operations  even  though  these  seis- 
mographic operations  serve  the  oil 
industry,  which  industry  falls  un- 
der the  control  of  the  now  De- 
partment  of   Conservation. 

Understandable  pressure  for  the 
granting  of  permission  to  use 
heavier  charges  and  thus  speed  up 
the  oil  search  made  it  necessary 
to  find  out  accurately  just  what 
exploding  dynamite  does  to  fish, 
shrimp  and  oysters.  The  oil  com- 
panies, vitally  interested  in  this 
work,  fully  cooperated  when  their 
assistance  was  asked.  The  first 
series  of  experiments,  chiefly  con- 
cerning shrimp  and  marine  fish, 
was  reported  in  the  December 
issue    of   the   Louisiana   Conserva- 


tionist. The  Magnolia  Petroleum 
Company,  through  their  agents, 
the  McCollum  Exploration  Com- 
pany, gave  competent  and  un- 
stinted aid  in  receiving  and  han- 
dling the  experimental  animals, 
building  the  experimental  cages, 
the  precise  surveying  of  the  ex- 
perimental cage  positions,  the  han- 
dling and  exploding  of  the  dyna- 
mite, and  the  recording  of  the  seis- 
mographic waves. 

The  second  series  of  experi- 
ments, the  plan  of  which  is  here 
reported,  is  being  carried  out 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  Gulf 
Oil  Corporation,  which  contributes 
required  services  of  the  crews  and 
equipment  of  their  Research  and 
Exploration  Division. 

The  first  series  of  experiments 
established  that  explosive  charges 
up  to  800  pounds  could  be  safely 
used  in  the  open  waters  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  without  damaging 
shrimp  at  50  feet  and  without 
killing  fish  at  200  feet.  Although 
oysters  were  also  used  in  this  first 
experimental  series,  the  oysters 
were  suspended  as  separated  in- 
dividuals in  the  "live  cars"  and 
were  examined  only  for  a  short 
period  after  their  exposure  to  the 
shock  waves.  It  is  obvious  for 
both  biological  and  physical  rea- 
sons that  the  effects  exerted  upon 
such  separated  oysters  may  not  be 
the  same  as  the  effects  of  the  shock 
wave  impacting  upon  oysters  em- 
bedded as  integral  parts  of  a 
"h-:vrd"  oyster  reef.  Therefore,  the 
experiments  here  described  have 
been  planned. 

Previous  data  obtained  by  the 
senior  author  in  the  course  of 
studies  he  conducted  some  years 
ago  in  Louisiana  waters  indicated 
an  association  of  oyster  mortality 
with  the  explosion  of  dynamite 
charges  in  seismographic  opera- 
tions where  such  operations  were 
conducted  without  restriction  or 
departmental  control.  Since  oil  is 
where  you  find  it,  whether  it  be 
under  land  or  water,  it  thus  be- 
came of  great  importance  for  the 
Department  of  Conservation  to  de- 
termine by  careful  experiments 
what  limits  of  safety  must  be  set, 
and  the  size  of  the  charges  used 
in  oyster  territory. 

The  authors,  after  considering 
conditions  along  over  200  miles 
of  Louisiana  coast,  finally  located 
three  lakes  which  met  exactly  the 
following  rigid  requirements:  (1) 
Sufficient  oysters  including  "hard" 
reefs;  (2)  Healthy  oysters  (the 
mortality  in  the  chosen  area  was 
below  normal  average)  ;  (3)  Rap- 
idly growing  oysters  (to  indicate 
good  feeding  conditions)  ;  (4)  The 
area  must  be  neither  under  lease 


nor  must  the  oysters  be  in  process 
of  being  harvested  for  market, 
thus  the  destruction  of  these  par- 
ticular oysters  would  injure  no 
one. 

Four  wide  ranging  field  trips 
plus  much  detailed  study  were  re- 
quired to  establish  suitability  of 
the  area  selected. 

The  experiments  will  make  use 
of  dynamite  charges  up  to  400 
pounds,  some  buried  as  deeply  as 
80  feet  (measured  from  the  top 
stick  of  dynamite),  some  charges 
merely  placed  on  the  sea  bottom. 
The  procedures  will  involve  accu- 
rate surveys  to  "fix"  the  locations 
from  which  experimental  oysters 
will  be  taken.  Exacting  studies 
will  be  made  of  the  condition  of 
oysters  at  chosen  distances  from 
each  shot:  first,  before  the  ex- 
plosion and,  second,  after  the  ex- 
plosion. Oysters  from  each  point 
will  then  undergo  subsequent 
study.  One  adequate  sample  will 
be  transported  to  the  U.  S.  Fish- 
eries Station  at  Pensacola,  Florida, 
where  at  appropriate  intervals 
they  will  be  observed  and  their 
condition  recorded  by  the  writers 
for  a  period  of  three  months.  A 
second  adequate  sample  will  be 
taken  at  intervals  from  the  oy- 
sters remaining  in  the  area.  These 
parallel  observations  will  be  nec- 
essary to  make  possible  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  effects  of  seis- 
mographic shock  waves  alone  on 
the  oysters  themselves,  and  the  ef- 
fects of  the  shock  waves  on  oy- 
sters remaining  in  their  natural 
environment  where  the  inevitable 
disturbance  of  surrounding  mud 
and  possible  release  of  chemical 
materials  contained  in  this  mud 
may  thereafter  influence  the  oy- 
sters' welfare. 

Naturally,  such  experiments,  to 
be  successful,  must  be  planned 
with  great  care,  in  great  detail, 
and  involve  closest  cooperation  of 
diversified  agencies.  Particularly 
generous  is  the  assistance  given 
by  Dr.  A.  E.  Hopkins,  the  direc- 
tor of  the  fully  equipped  Federal 
Oyster  Research  Laboratory  at 
Pensacola,  Florida,  where  the  ex- 
perimental oysters  can  be  kept 
under  ideal  conditions. 

The  information  that  will  be 
gained  from  these  researches  will 
enable  Captain  John  G.  Appel, 
Commissioner  of  the  Department 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  to  de- 
cide, upon  the  basis  of  facts,  the 
degree,  if  any,  to  which  he  can 
authorize  seismographic  operations 
near  oyster  growing  areas. 

The  profound  importance  of 
such  decisions  can  well  be  realized 
when  the  reader  remembers  that 
(Continued  to  Page  6,  Column  4) 
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TYPES   OF  VIOLATIONS 
WHICH  OCCURRED 
DURING  FEBRUARY 

Angling   Without   License 1 

Possessing     Undersized     Com- 
mercial  Fish   1 

Possessing  Game  Fish — Closed 

Season    5 

Using  Illegal  Tackle  on  Game 

Fish 4 

Selling  Game  Fish  2 

Commercial     Fishing — No     Li- 
cense         3 

Commercial     Fishing  —  Illegal 

Tackle 3 

Possessing  Undersized  Shrimp   11 

Hunting   Without  License 4 

Hunting  at  Night.— 2 

Hunting  With  Unplugged  Gun  3 
Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl 

from  Motorboat 1 

Hunting    Wood    Duck    During 

Closed  Season  1 

Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl 

During  Closed  Season  5 

Hunting  Doves  Out  of  Season  1 
Hunting  Quail  Out  of  Season..  2 
Trapping  on  State  Preserves....  2 
Destroying     Rat     Beds     with 

Marsh  Buggy  10 

Buying  Wild  Ducks 2 

Purchasing  Wild  Ducks 2 

Possessing  Game  Fish — Closed 

Season    3 

Setting  Fire  to  Woods 1 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 

TIONS   OCCURRED    IN 

FEBRUARY 

Avoyelles 4 

Cameron    14 

Claiborne 1 

Concordia 5 

East   Carroll   3 

Evangeline 1 

Iberia  3 

Iberville 2 

Jefferson 3 

Madison   __ 1 

Morehouse   4 

Natchitoches    3 

Orleans 13 

Ouachita    2 

Plaquemines 1 

Pointe    Coupee 1 

Rapides    2 

Richland 3 

Sabine    _ 1 

St.  Bernard  2 

St.  James  1 

St.  Landry  4 

St.    Tammany    12 

Terrebonne    2 


TOTAL 


TOTAL 


AGENTS  PARTICIPATING  IN 
FEDRUARY   ARRESTS 

Levert  H.  Bird,  Harry  F. 
Blount,  Percy  Brossett,  Lionel 
Broussard,  A.  B.  Burns,  John 
Busalacchi,  Harris  Champagne, 
Sam  Chaze,  Richard  Clements, 
Ruben  Davis,  G.  W.  De  Loach, 
Tom  Duck,  C.  W.  Elam,  Ewin 
Fairbanks,  T.  W.  Forman,  Jr., 
Fremont  Fuselier,  Jno.  W.  Gil- 
bert, Nathan  Guillory,  Allen  Haw- 
sey,  Clarence  Hood,  Maurice 
Huval,  Jesse  Laird,  W.  H.  Lan- 
dry, W.  A.  Lee,  Jas.  McFerrin, 
Ben  Mayeaux,  R.  S.  Millikin,  Sam 
Nunez,  Wilfred  Nunez,  Chas. 
Olano,  Robert  Pertuis,  H.  A. 
Pipes,  W.  J.  Plattsmier,  Cliff 
Reeves,  Lawrence  Sintes,  Allen 
Swayze,  Frank  Trocchiano,  Ferdie 
Trouille,  Chas.  Ventrella,  Emanuel 
Von  Lubbe,  Paul  Voitier,  .Hector 
Waguespack,  L.  C.  Weaver,  Elton 
-Williams. 


Webster  Parish 
Sportsmen  Oppose 
Closed  Season 

The  Webster  Parish  Wildlife 
Association  consisting  of  452  paid 
members,  unanimously  voiced  op- 
position to  the  state  law  providing 
a  two  month  closed  fishing  season 
on  three  species  of  game  fish  and 
voted  to  conduct  an  educational 
campaign  in  cooperation  with 
other  wildlife  groups  in  Louisiana 
to  repeal  the  closed  season  law. 

This  action  was  taken  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Webster  organization 
held  in  Minden  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning,   February    27th. 

The  gi-oup  was  informed  by 
speakers  that  Texas  recently  had 
passed  a  law  repealing  the  closed 
fishing  season  ban  in  that  state 
and  that  a  similar  measure  passed 
by  the  Georgia  legislature  now 
awaits  the  signature  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  that  state. 


QUIZ  FOR  NATURE 
STUDENTS 

Very  few  Louisianians 
could  answer  all  these  ques- 
tions from  actual  observa- 
tion, but  some  of  them  have 
been  written  about  many 
times,  and  common  sense 
reasoning  will  give  the  an- 
swer to  the  rest.  If  as  a  re- 
sult of  all  three  of  these  keys 
you  get  five  correct  answers, 
you  can  class  yourself  above 
average. 

Turn   to   page  8   for  the   correct 
Answers. 

1.  The  fastest  creature  in  flight 
is  (a)  a  bird  (b)  a  mammal 
(c)    an  insect. 

2.  The  greatest  weight  an  eagle 
can  lift  from  the  ground 
would  about  equal  that  of  a 
(a)  jackrabbit  (b)  two- 
year-old-child    (c)   deer. 

3.  Songbirds  gain  rapidly  in 
weight  during  the  first  few 
days  after  leaving  the  nest. 
(True  or  false?) 

4.  The  cruising  speed  of  the 
average  small  bird  is  about 
(a)  10  (b)  25  (c)  50  miles 
per  hour. 

5.  Hummingbirds  subsist  en- 
tirely on  the  nectar  of 
flowers.  (True  or  false?) 
The  usual  speed  of  a  wild 
duck  in  flight  is  (a)  25  (b) 
60  (c)  100  miles  per  hour. 
Plants  are  valuable  for 
honey  production  only  when 
in  flower.     (True  or  false?) 

8.  Poison  ivy  is  not  dangerous 
during  the  winter.  (True  or 
false?) 

9.  Wild  animals  avoid  poison 
ivy.     (True  or  false?) 


their  proposals,  listing  38  separate 
and  distinct  types  of  projects. 
Overall  estimated  cost  for  the 
projects  total  $155,304,460  and 
would  require  62,125  man  years 
to  complete.  They  would  give 
employment  to  20,708  men  for 
three  years,  12,425  men  for  five 
years,  or  6,212  men  for  ten  years. 
A  Federal  program  for  wildlife, 
in  the  tentative  stage,  calls  for 
71,147  man  years  to  complete. 
Its  cost  is  estimated  at  $115,- 
030,284.  Combined  these  tenta- 
tive state  and  federal  wildlife 
postwar  projects  total  more  than 
$270,000,000.  The  eleven  states 
whose  programs  are  being  made 
up  will  undoubtedly  bring  this 
figure  over  the  three  hundred 
million  mark. 


Dynamite  Studies 
Destined  to  Safe- 
Guard  Oysters 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 


6. 


7. 


Caddo  Parish  led  the  state  in 
sale  of  angling  licenses  during 
the  year  1943,  with  a  total  of 
4,032  licenses  sold,  of  which  3,946 

went  to  residents  and  1,086  were  i  postwar  projects.    Up  to   now  37 
for  non-residents.  |  of   the   48    states   have   submitted 


POSTWAR  WILDLIFE 
PLANS  CALL  FOR 
MANY  JOBS 

Carl  D.  Shoemaker,  Washington 
correspondent  o  f  Conservation 
News,  official  publication  of  the 
National  Wildlife  Federation, 
urged  states  to  blue  print  their 
postwar  wildlife  programs  with- 
out delay  for  consideration  of  the 
Congress  now  in  session  and  state 
legislatures  that  will  come  into 
session. 

It  was  urged,  too,  that  conser- 
vationists should  raise  their  sights 
and  inaugurate  a  long-time  pro- 
gram which  would  be  commen- 
surate with  the  hopes  and  aspira- 
tions of  millions  of  our  sportsmen 
citizens.  Following  the  war  in- 
terest in  out-door  recreation  and 
pursuits  will  increase  by  leaps  and 
bounds. 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
and  the  International  Association 
of  Fish  and  Game  officials  have 
been   working   for   some   time    on 


the  future  of  the  oyster  industry 
in  Louisiana  will  inevitably  (pro- 
vided proper  control  and  safe- 
guards are  maintained)  establish 
our  State  as  the  leader  in  oyster 
production  in  the  entire  nation. 

A  report  of  the  results  of  these 
dynamite-oyster  experiments  will 
be  published  as  soon  as  available 
in    the    Louisiana    CoTiservationist. 

The  third  series  of  experiments 
analyzing  the  effects  of  seismo- 
graphic  shock  waves  on  aquatic 
life  are  being  planned  and  will 
be  conducted  after  the  conclusion 
of  this  dynamite-oyster  work.  They 
will  involve  the  effects  of  the 
shock  waves  on  fish  and  other 
aquatic  life  in  inland  streams  and 
ponds.  Due  to  the  different  be- 
havior in  speed  and  dispersal  of 
such  shock  waves  when  passing 
through  land  into  relatively  lim- 
ited water  masses,  it  becomes  nec- 
essary to  treat  this  subject  experi- 
mentally as  a  separate  series  of  in- 
vestigations. 

These  seismographic-aquatic  life 
researches  will  on  their  conclusion 
be  correlated  with  all  other  avail- 
able pertinent  data  so  that  this 
work,  which  is  being  carried  out 
in  Louisiana  in  this  complete  fash- 
ion for  the  first  time  anywhere 
in  the  world,  will  provide  a  clear 
pattern  of  established  facts  of  fun- 
damental importance  to  both  the 
oil  industry  and  the  marine  and 
fresh  water  fisheries. 


When  the  rabbit  season  ended 
on  February  28th,  all  hunting  for 
legal  game  in  Louisiana,  came  to 
an  end.  The  rabbit  season  is  the 
longest  for  any  game  permitted  in 
the  state.  It  is  one  of  the  first 
to  open  and  the  last  to  close.  The 
season  extends  from  October  1st 
through  February  28th. 
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By    Jay    N.    "Ding"    Darling 

Honorary   President,   National 

Wildlife   Federation 

(Continued  from  last  month) 
Productivity  of  soil  is  the 
"bottle-neck"  of  human  existence. 
It  has  been  so  since  man's  sojourn 
on  earth  began.  History  is  one 
continuous  succession  of  migra- 
tions from  exhausted  soil  to  new 
fertile  fields  which  nature  has 
spent  millions  of  years  in  creating. 
There  is  only  one  formula  for  pro- 
duction of  fertile  soil  and  man 
has  no  part  in  that  creative  pro- 
cess. All  he  can  do  is  use  it  and 
make  it  last  as  long  as  possible. 

Chlorophyl,  that  green  pigment 
in  vegetation,  plus  sunshine,  has 
laid  down  all  the  topsoil,  all  the 
coal,  all  the  oil  and  every  organic 
living  thing  on  which  mankind  has 
subsisted  and  must  subsist  for- 
ever. For  chlorophyl  is  that  magic 
green  element  in  vegetation  which 
alone  can  capture  the  carbon  di- 
oxide from  the  atmosphere  and 
combine  it  with  hydrogen  to  make 
all  the  carbohydrates  which  en- 
rich the  soil  and  keep  us  alive. 
Without  countless  centuries  of 
chlorophyl  and  sunshine  coopera- 
tion we  could  have  no  food,  no 
fire,  no  crops,  no  life,  nothing. 
When  we  inherited  this  continent 
we  fell  heir  to  a  hundred-million 
years  of  cumulative  transforma- 
tion of  raw  volcanic  rock  to  rich 
loam,  grassy  plains,  primeval 
forests,  a  myriad  population  of 
fur-bearing  animals  and  waters 
teeming  with  fish  and  aquatic 
life  — ■  all  the  product  of  the 
chlorophyl  factory.  Don't  forget 
that  when  this  rich  endowment  is 
gone  its  only  replenishment  must 
come  through  that  same  small 
bottleneck  of  chlorophyl  plus  sun- 
shine. 

Can  any  thoughtful  person  say 
that  with  80  per  cent  of  our 
forests  already  cut  down,  75  per 
cent  of  our  grassland  grazed  to  a 
stubble  and  millions  of  acres  of 
underbrush  cleared  from  our  hill- 
sides that  we  have  not  constricted 
the  bottle-neck  instead  of  enlarg- 
ing it? 

Those  who  cite  surpluses  of 
grain  and  cotton  to  contradict  the 
threat  of  shortages  are  only  look- 
ing through  the  keyhole  at  a  na- 
tion-wide, yes  world-wide,  prob- 
lem. Those  surpluses  were  pro- 
duced at  heavy  cost  to  the  richest 
remaining  topsoil  areas  in  Amer- 
ica. Robbing  the  rich  soils  to 
produce  larger  and  larger  annual 
harvests  may  be  the  most  costly 
type  of  farming  practiced.  It  was 
exactly  that  type  of  farming 
which  started  millions  of  acres  of 


American    farm    land    down    the 
road  to  the  desert. 

The  threatened  approach  of 
shortages  in  natural  resources  is 
not  announced  by  headlines  in  the 
daily  press.  Any  editor  of  a  local 
paper  who  dared  warn  prospec- 
tive citizens  to  stay  away  be- 
cause the  home  town  and  its  en- 
virons was  on  its  last  legs  due  to 
exhausted  resources  would  be 
hung  from  the  nearest  apple  tree. 
Such  embarrassing  information  is 
carefully  concealed  from  the 
world  by  local  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, Real  Estate  Dealers'  As- 
sociations and  Retail  Merchants. 
Can  you  imagine  railroads  advis- 
ing summer  tourists  not  to  buy 
tickets  to  the  Minnestoa  lake  dis- 
tricts because  nine-tenths  of  their 
lakes  have  lost  their  once  prolific 


Editor's  Note:  This  is 
Chapter  Two  of  an  interest- 
ing and  inspiring  series  of 
articles  on  a  national  conser- 
vation problem  written  by 
Jay  N.  "Ding"  Darling,  Hon- 
orary President  of  the  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Federation. 

The  first  installment  ap- 
peared in  our  February  issue 
and  subsequent  chapters  will 
appear    in    future   issues. 


fish  and  game  populations?  No 
land  boomer  was  ever  known  to 
tell  a  prospective  purchaser  that 
the  three  former  owners  went 
broke  trying  to  make  a  living  on 
the  ranch  he  was  trying  to  sell  to 
the  fourth.  Nor  would  an  Arizona 
silver  mine  broker  reveal  that  the 
precious  metals  had  all  been  taken 
out  of  the  mine  by  its  previous 
operator,  any  more  than  second- 
hand auto  dealer  would  tell  a  cus- 
tomer that  the  bearings  were 
burned  out,  the  battery  dead  and 
the  transmission  gears  stripped  on 
a  car  he  was  offering  for  sale. 
Florida  does  not  advertise  that  it 
costs  more  for  the  fertilizer  to 
raise  oranges  in  that  state  than 
you  can  get  for  the  ripened  fruit 
and  Iowa  is  careful  not  to  let  any- 
one know  that  the  southern  third 
of  its  farm  land  has  been  so  badly 
eroded  that  whole  counties  have 
gone  on  relief  and  that  schools, 
churches  and  local  governments 
are  bankrupt.  The  U.  S.  Reclama- 
tion Service  does  not  publicize  the 
number  of  irrigation  projects 
which  have  cost  the  taxpayers 
millions  and  then  wrecked  the 
family  fortunes  of  the  settlers 
who  tried  to  farm  the  irrigated 
lands.  The  National  Forest  Ser- 
vice  does   its   best   to   arouse   the 


public  to  the  dangers  of  forest 
fires  but  it  does  not  emphasize  the 
fact  that  forest  fires  are  taking 
toil  of  our  American  forests  faster 
than  Nature,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  and 
all  the  state  forest  departments, 
can  grow  them.  And  so  on  and 
so  forth  ad  infinitum.  Thus  it 
happens  that  the  people  of  this 
country  have  remained  in  igno- 
rance of  the  progress  and  depth 
of  depletion  which  has  pulled  from 
under  them  the  sustaining  founda- 
tion of  their  prosjaerity. 

As  a  nation  we  did  not  concern 
ourselves  over  what  was  to  be- 
come of  the  army  of  lumberjacks, 
sawmill  operators,  the  local  store- 
keepers, school  teachers  and  vil- 
lage inhabitants  when  the  great 
primeval  forests  of  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin and  Minnesota  were  all 
finally  harvested  and  cut  into  lum- 
ber. Even  less  conscious  were  we 
of  the  fate  of  the  thousands  of 
families  of  the  once  prosperous 
fishing  villages  on  the  southern 
shores  of  Lake  Erie  when  sudden- 
ly the  prolific  runs  of  fresh  water 
herring  gave  out  and  fishermen, 
boatmakers,  net  weavers  and  as- 
sociated industries  were  left  with- 
out any  means  of  livelihood.  Ghost 
towns  that  were  once  thriving 
fishing  villages  line  the  coastal 
waters  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Pacific, 
the  Great  Lakes  and  our  major 
rivers — each  one  a  tombstone  to 
dead  resources. 

"Abandoned  farm"  is  a  familiar 
term  which  has  fallen  upon  our 
ears  and  slid  off  with  no  more  ef- 
fect than  a  drop  of  water  on  a 
duck's  back,  but  a  single  aban- 
doned farm  is  sodden  with  tragedy 
and  suffering  for  the  members  of 
the  little  family  who  could  not 
make  a  living  on  it  and  had  to 
abandon  all  hope  there.  Multiply 
that  tragedy  by  a  million  aban- 
doned farms  (there  are  many 
more  than  a  million  abandoned 
farms  in  this  country  already)  and 
that  term  "abandoned  farm"  as- 
sumes a  foreboding  significance 
which  we  as  a  nation  have  ignored. 
Need  we  mention  more  ex- 
amples in  order  to  be  convincing? 
It  could  be  done  until  every  nook 
and  cranny  of  our  continent  had 
been  shown  to  be  the  victim  of 
similar  circumstances.  Each  in  its 
turn  inflicted  no  stunning  blow  to 
our  national  economy,  but  the 
cumulative  effect  of  all  of  them 
together  has  built  up  a  total  of 
profound  significance.  The  early 
symptoms  are  as  insidious  in  their 
approach  as  a  creeping  paralysis 
whose  earlier  effects  are  only  in- 
convenient but  which  finally  par- 
alyze the  whole  body.  By  the  same 


token,  the  day  when  everyone  in 
the  United  States  will  go  com- 
prehensively hungry  is  a  long  way 
off,  but  the  widening  margin  of 
our  population  who  do  go  under- 
f  e  d  because  of  disappearing 
forests,  land  and  water,  is  gain- 
ing new  recruits  by  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  annually.  The  climax 
of  exhausted  resources  will  be 
violent  and  without  mercy.  Once 
that  climax  is  reached  the  restora- 
tion is  as  slow  as  the  ages  of 
Nature. 

We  know  now  that  much  of  the 
rapid  exhaustion  which  has  taken 
place  in  America  was  entirely  un- 
necessary, due  largely  to  ignorance 
and  wasteful  practices  which  could 
have  been  avoided  without  loss  to 
current  profits.  If  we  begin  now 
the  intelligent  application  of  those 
same  principles  which  might  have 
prevented  the  past  waste,  we  can 
at  least  insure  continuity  of  use  of 
what  we  have  left.  We  possibly 
can  accomplish  a  restoration  of 
some  of  that  which  has  been  lost. 
It  is  the  application  of  such  princi- 
ples and  practices  which,  grouped 
together,  is  called  "Conservation." 
Conservation  is  an  organized 
campaign  to  eliminate  the  "bottle- 
neck" in  the  economic  mechanism 
for  national  welfare,  ajid  if  it  can't 
eliminate  the  bottleneck,  at  least  it 
can  keep  it  from  growing  smaller 
and  choking  us  to  death. 

Conservation  is  not  just  a  senti- 
mental hobby  nor  a  fanciful  hope 
of  idle  dreamers,  of  duck  hunters, 
of  fishermen  or  bird  lovers.  Con- 
servation is  a  science  whose  prin- 
ciples are  written  in  the  oldest 
legal  code  in  the  world — The  Laws 
of  Nature.  It  has  taken  the  scien- 
tists longer  to  discover  and  inter- 
pret those  laws  than  it  has  taken 
the  archaeologists  to  unearth  the 
story  of  the  Egyptian  Pyramids 
and  King  Tut.  In  spite  of  their 
greater  significance  to  man,  King 
Tut  gets  all  the  publicity  and  more 
people  know  about  King  Tut  and 
his  unearthed  treasure  than  know 
why  the  region  where  he  lived  is 
now  desert.  The  latter  item  of  in- 
formation is,  however,  much  the 
more  important  of  the  two. 

Ignorance  of  the  laws  of  Nature 
has  been,  and  still  is,  more  respon- 
sible for  the  infractions  than  will- 
ful malpractice.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  before  any  real  progress 
toward  conservation  can  take  place 
that  the  educational  fraternity 
shoulder  a  large  part  of  the  re- 
sponsible burden.  It  is  obviously 
hopeless  to  divert  our  mass  popu- 
lation from  their  ingrown  destruc- 
tive habits  when  they  are  not 
aware  of  either  the  natural  laws 
(Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  1) 
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or  the  dire  consequences  of  their 
violation. 

How  the  educational  institutions 
shall    accomplish   this   task    is   for 
professional    educators    to    deter- 
mine.   Suffice  it  here  to   say  that 
the    job   must   be    done    and    done 
soon.    It  is  the  job  of  scientists  to 
interpret  and  correlate  the  natural 
laws  in  such  form  that  the  educa- 
tors may  make  them  clear  to  the 
oncoming  generations.    In  a  large 
measure  the  natural  scientists  are 
far   ahead    of   the   educators   with 
their  work.   For  instance,  scientific 
research  has  determined  by  experi- 
ment and  proved  by  demonstration 
that  plants  have  vital  influence  on 
moisture    in   the    soil,    one    of   the 
most     important    relationships    in 
human  welfare.  But  Botany  teach- 
ers still  occupy  the  minds  of  their 
pupils  with  identification  of  species 
and  grade  the  students  according- 
ly, while  geoligists,  although  water 
is  the  most  precious  element  with- 
in their  sphere,  ignore  it  altogeth- 
er  and   drill   their   classes   on   the 
relative    hardness    of    horn-blends 
and   talc,   and   how  to   distinguish 
fluorite  from  feldspar  by  the  num- 
ber   of    facets    to    their    crystals. 
Biologists,   whose   province   is   the 
teaching    of    the    interrelationship 
of  all  living  things,  have  wandered 
off  into   that   rarefied   atmosphere 
which  surrounds  the  eternal  mys- 
tery of  when  and  how  life  enters 
protoplasm.  Yet  within  the  natural 
laws     of     these     common     school 
studies  lie  the  secrets  of  droughts, 
floods   and  dust  bowls,  eroded  top- 
soil,    deserts    and    destitution. 

Why  are  so  many  of  our  fresh 
water  springs,  once  perpetually 
flowing,  now  dry? 

Why  do  rivers  which  within  our 
memory  once  flowed  bank  full  «he 
year  round  now  dwindling  to  noth- 
ing in  midsummer? 

What  man  -  created  influences 
have  caused  a  continuous  and 
repid  falling  of  the  subsoil  water 
table  of  our  continent? 

What  happened  to  Nature's  bal- 
ance in  the  great  stretches  of 
western  grasslands  which  has 
made  them  barren  deserts  and  the 
ranch  houses  vacant? 

How  long  will  it  take  to  replace 
the  nine  inches  of  rich  topsoil 
which  have  washed  off  the  farms 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley?  How? 
What  essential  function  to  life 
do  green  leaves  perform  without 
which  no  human  being  could  exist? 
What  is  the  source  of  all  sugar, 
starch,  fat,  coal  and  oils,  and  is 
there  any  substitute  method  of 
production  which  men  can  provide? 
~  Why  are  there  no  more  salmon 


in  the  Atlantic  Coast  rivers  of  the 
United  States  of  America? 

Why  do  lakes  which  once  had 
crystal  waters  and  an  abundance 
of  aquatic  economic  resources  now 
grow  green  scum  and  no  fish? 

What  has  become  of  the  millions 
of  people  who  once  lived  on  the 
now  denuded  forests,  abandoned 
farm  land  and  exhausted  fishing 
waters? 

The  answers  to  all  these  and 
many  more  questions  like  them  are 
now  written  so  that  anyone  who 
cares  to  may  read  in  the  simple 
language  of  the  natural  research 
scientists.  And  the  fate  of  our  fu- 
ture generations  rests  upon  their 
application  to  everyday  living. 

Research  scientists  have  gone  a 
long  way  to  provide  the  formulas 
by  which  Conservation  can  be  ac- 
complished. The  public,  hydraulic 
and  sanitary  engineers,  industrial- 
ists and,  alas,  educators,  have 
been  slow  to  apply  or  even  think  of 
these  vital  essentials  to  man's  ex- 
istence while  our  population  grows 
larger  and  our  productive  re- 
sources shrink. 

(To  be  continued  next  month) 


Three  Parishes 
Enact  Forestry 
Acreage  Tax 


the  credit  of  the  Louisiana  For- 
estry Commission  and  are  ex- 
pended by  that  Commission. 

Only  lands  actually  listed  as 
cut-over  or  denuded  lands  are 
subject  to  the  tax  in  each  parish, 
where  the  parish  body  takes  such 
action.  The  new  law  gives  the 
police  juries  authority  to  take 
such  action,  and  it  is  not  com- 
pulsory. The  State  Forester 
stated  that  he  expects  a  number 
of  other  parishes  to  take  similar 
action  in  the  near  future. 

State  Forester  Anderson  told 
the  members  of  the  St.  Tammany 
Parish  Police  Jury  that  St.  Tam- 
many stands  at  the  top  of  the 
list  in  forest  fire  losses.  In  addi- 
tion to  authorizing  the  two  cents 
levy  per  acre  for  forest  fire  pro- 
tection in  that  parish,  the  Police 
Jury  also  authorized  a  reward  of 
$250  to  persons  who  furnish  in- 
formation leading  to  the  arrest 
and  conviction  of  those  who  set 
fire  to  the  woods. 
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Set  Up  Biological 
Park  Council 


Since  the  passage  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Amendment  last  No- 
vember, which  gave  police  juries 
the  power  to  levy  an  acreage  tax 
of  two  cents  per  acre  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  forestry  and 
providing  increased  fire  protec- 
tion, three  parishes  have  adopted 
ordinances  providing  for  such 
action,  according  to  Massey  H. 
Anderson,  state  forester. 

Those  parishes,  in  the  order,  in 
which  their  action  was  taken,  are 
(1)  Bienville;  (2)  Caldwell,  and 
(3)   St.  Tammany. 

The  new  law  is  Act  323  of  the 
1944  Legislature  and  was  House 
Bill  No.  732.  It  proposed  an 
amendment  to  Section  2  of  Article 
6  of  the  Constitution,  and  was 
one  of  the  21  constitutional 
amendments  voted  on  by  the 
people  at  the  general  election  last 
November. 

In  St.  Tammany  Parish,  about 
300,000  acres  of  cut-over  lands 
suited  to  reforestation  by  fire 
protection  is  affected  by  the  ac- 
tion of  its  police  jury.  Under  the 
ordinance,  the  owners  of  the  land 
pay  two  cents  per  acre,  the  state 
contributes  two  cents  and  the 
federal  government  a  like  amount, 
thus  making  available  about  $18,- 
000  each  year  in  that  parish  for 
forest   fire  protection. 

Funds  collected  under  this  law 
in    each    parish    are    deposited    to 


Following  up  important  re- 
search work  which  has  been 
initiated  at  Chicot  State  Park, 
the  State  Parks  Commission,  at 
a  recent  meeting,  formally  estab- 
lished a  biological  council  for  the 
purpose  of  solving  problems  of 
park  management  and  control 
which  pertains  to  the  develop- 
ment of  fisheries  and  wildlife  in 
the   various  state  parks. 

This  biological  council,  who 
will  serve  without  pay,  consists  of 
three  prominent  scientists  and 
biologists.  They  are  Dr.  James 
Nelson  Gowanloch,  chief  biologist 
of  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries;  Dr.  William  G. 
Penfound,  Professor  of  Botany, 
Tulane  University,  and  Dr.  Wal- 
ter G.  Moore,  Professor  of  Zool- 
ogy of  Loyola  University. 

These  men  have  already  con- 
ducted some  experiments,  which 
are  designed  to  improve  fishing 
at  Chicot  Lake  in  Chicot  State 
Park,  and  other  experiments  are 
to  be  made  during  the  summer. 

The  week  of  March  18  to  24 
has  been  set  this  year  for  the 
annual  observance  of  National 
Wildlife  Week.  Commemoration 
of  National  Wildlife  Week  fol- 
lows a  practice  established  in 
1938  by  President  Roosevelt. 
Special  emphasis  this  year  is 
directed  to  postwar  wildlife  pro- 
jects to  insure  adequate  supplies 
of  fish  and  game  to  meet  in- 
creased hunting  and  fishing  pres- 
sure that  is  certain  to  follow  the 
return  of  millions  of  service  men 
and  women  to  civilian  life. 


D'Arbonne    Lake 
(From  the  Ruston  Leader) 

A  short  time  back  there  was 
considerable  interest  in  a  pro- 
posed lake  on  the  D'Arbonne 
Bayou.  We  hope  this  interest  is 
still  alive  and  that  it  has  gone 
farther  than  that  to  become  at 
some  future  time  an  actual  proj- 
ect. We  believe  Lincoln  Parish 
needs  such  a  lake  as  it  would  do 
many  things  besides  furnish  rec- 
reation to  us  in  this  area. 

The  proposed  D'Arbonne  lake 
will  be  a  source  of  electric  power 
if  ever  again  there  is  a  demand  for 
location  of  such  units  in  this  area 
as  the  war  department  at  the  be- 
ginning of  present  emergency.  A 
lake  here  would  serve  to  furnish 
moisture  for  the  soil  along  a  great 
stretch  of  territory  and  raise  the 
fertility  of  that  area.  It  would 
equalize  temperatures  and  furnish 
a  great  source  of  recreation  to 
thousands  of  persons.  Ducks  and 
other  migratory  waterfowl  would 
find  feeding  grounds  and  breeding 
spots,  and  hunting  on  and  around 
the  lake  would  add  another  big 
business  in  that  area  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  year  around  fishing  it 
would  provide. 

Game  wardens  have  fairly  well 
proved  their  assertion  that  a  lake 
cannot  be  fished  out  and  they 
have  at  the  same  time  proven 
that  more  meat  can  be  raised 
within  an  acre  of  water,  than 
could  ever  be  raised  upon  an  acre 
of  pasture  lands. 

We  suggest  this  D'Arbonne 
Lake  project  be  revived  as  one 
of  the  means  of  furnishing  em- 
ployment and  livelihood  to  return- 
ing service  men.  It  would  require 
some  time  to  construct  and  con- 
siderable labor  as  well  as  to  create 
number  of  new  jobs  in  operation 
of  fishing  camps,  concessions, 
hunting  lodges,  construction  of 
cabins  around  the  lake  and  build- 
ing roads. 

Here  is  something  our  parish 
can  and  should  get.  We  seem  to 
have  been  left  waiting  at  the  door 
for  almost  everything  else  from 
both  our  state  and  national  gov- 
ernments, and  it  should  be  our 
turn   next. 


ANSWERS  TO  NATURE 
QUIZ 

1.  (c).  2.  (a).  3.  False.  4. 
(b).  5.  False.  6.  (b).  7.  False. 
8.  False.    9.  False. 


